
Milestones/Highlights
January 23, 2012 is the day Greg Hind of the Hind Foundation first introduced Spokes 
to the San Luis Obispo community. 8 nonprofits became members that week. 
140 nonprofits are members five years later.

66 nationally-recognized best practices for nonprofit management were 
defined as the foundation for our curriculum in 2013.

$11,600 in grants have been distributed through the Medal of Merit program 
since it launched in 2014 as a partnership with The Shanbrom Family Foundation. 
This program rewards nonprofits that successfully implement the best practices 
we teach.

Board engagement, strategic plan implementation, and human resource manage-
ment continue have consistently been identified as the greatest challenges Spokes 
members face since we launched our first annual membership survey in 2015.

More than 760 hours of consultation services were delivered to 
Spokes members through its staff and contractors in 2016.

In the last 5 years 1,826 nonprofit leaders have attended 229 Spokes 
classes.
3 staff + 7 board members + a cadre of talented interns + a generous community 
of local experts and consultants who lend their expertise to aid our nonprofit clients 
= all this great work! 

Why our members and donors love Spokes.

More than 6,000 nonprofit board members and staff work every day to provide 
vital services for our community. Unfortunately, these nonprofit leaders don’t 
always have all the knowledge or skills they need to successfully do their 
important work.  They count on Spokes for help.
Spokes is the only organization on the Central Coast with a mission to guide 
nonprofit organizations in achieving their goals with support and expert 
resources. We envision a united and effective nonprofit sector powered by 
proficient leaders. Toward that end, we provide consulting services, virtual 
resources, databases for grant seeking, peer-to-peer support, and a myriad 
of nonprofit management workshops. Every tool, resource and training we 
offer is tied to nationally-recognized best practices for nonprofit management 
and we are continuously developing new support solutions to meet the 
evolving needs of local nonprofits.  

I have loved attending the Spokes workshops. They have given 
me the opportunity to rub shoulders with people like me, who 
are trying to do our best in the nonprofit sector in San Luis 
Obispo County. It’s really a blessing to have an organization 
we can go to for training and insights on how to function wholly 
as an organization.

Eric Gobler, El Camino Homeless Organization

I really can’t get enough of Spokes’ workshops...I would be there 
every week if they were offered that frequently. The nonprofit 
best practices workshop has been my favorite thus far. That 
workshop has helped open my eyes to everything that needs to 
get done - it has helped our organization get to the next level…
Knowing that I can call Spokes, or walk into the office and have 
several knowledgeable people to talk to, gives me confidence 
in doing my job.

Rhys Jansen, Son Care Foundation

  Spokes’ Members
Thank you for your commitment.

5 Cities Community Service Foundation
5 Cities Homeless Coalition
Abundant Blessings House of Hope
Alliance for Pharmaceutical Access, Inc.
Alpha
Amazing Surf Adventures
Animals in Need Fund
Arts for Living
ARTS Obispo
Atascadero Loaves and Fishes
Avila Beach Civic Association
Avila Beach Community Foundation
Bike SLO County
Boys & Girls Club of North SLO County
Boys & Girls Club of South SLO County
California Forest Soils Council
Canzona Women’s Ensemble
CASA of Orange County
CASA of San Luis Obispo County
Casa Solana
Center for Family Strengthening
Center for the Future of Public Education
Central Coast Autism Spectrum Center
Central Coast Chapter Green Building Council
Central Coast Children’s Choir
Central Coast Clean Cities Coalition
Central Coast Dragon Boat Association
Central Coast Grown
Central Coast Link
Central Coast State Parks Association
Child Development Resource Center of the Central Coast
Civic Ballet of San Luis Obispo
Clark Center Association
Coastal Performing Arts Foundation
Community Action Partnership SLO
Community Foundation of Estero Bay
Community Counseling Center of SLO County
Community Partners in Caring
Dana Adobe Nipomo Amigos
Ecologistics
ECOSLO
El Camino Homeless Organization
Estrella Warbirds Museum
Exploration Station
Festival Mozaic
Food Bank Coalition of San Luis Obispo County
Foundation for SLO County Public Libraries 
Foundation for the Performing Arts Center
Friends of Atascadero Lake
Friends of the Elephant Seal
Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve
Friends of the Morro Bay Harbor Department
Good Samaritan Shelter, Inc.
Grizzly Youth Academy
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center
History Center of SLO County
Home Builders Association of the Central Coast
Hospice of San Luis Obispo County
Jack’s Helping Hand
Jewish Community Center of SLO
Kayla Peach Memorial Foundation
Kids’ Cancer Research Foundation
Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County

Latino Outreach Council
Lompoc Museum Associates
Lucia Mar Foundation for Innovation
Maritime Museum of Morro Bay
Mission Community Services Corp
Morro Bay Art Association
Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce
Morro Bay National Estuary Program
Morro Bay Open Space Alliance
Morro Bay White Caps Community Band
must! Charities
NAACP San Luis Obispo County Chapter
Nipomo Area Recreation Association
North County Dance and Performing Arts Foundation
North County Humane Society
North County Rape Crisis and Child Protection Center
Old Towne Nipomo Association
One Cool Earth
Opera San Luis Obispo 
Pacific Coast Conservation Alliance
Pacific Wildlife Care
Partnership for the Children of SLO County
Paso Cares
Paso Robles Children’s Museum
Paso Robles Education Alliance
Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance
Paso Robles Youth Arts Foundation
Poly Canyon Ventures
Point San Luis 
Redemption Street Disciples
Restorative Partners
RISE
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden
San Luis Obispo County Housing Trust
San Luis Obispo Master Chorale
San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum
San Luis Obispo Symphony
Santa Lucia School
Santa Maria Philharmonic Society
Self Enquiry Life Fellowship
SLO Child Development Resource Center
SLO Legal Assistance Foundation
SLO Natural Foods
SLO REP
SLO Soccer Club
Son Care Foundation
STANDstrong
Sunny Acres
Sunny Oaks Mobile Home Park
Surfing for Hope Foundation
Symphony of the Vines
Templeton Chamber of Commerce
The Health Trust
The Young Professionals Networking Group
The Wellness Kitchen and Resource Center
Transitions Mental Health Association
UBC&J of America Local 1800
United Cerebral Palsy of San Luis Obispo
United Way of San Luis Obispo County
Upper Salinas – Las Tablas Resource Conservation District
Vegetable Transplant Nursery Association
Veteran’s Service Collaborative
Vineyard Team
Vitamin D Council
Vocal Arts Ensemble
Wilshire Health & Community Services

San Luis Obispo County 
Board of Supervisors

Spokes Founders Circle Members

Spokes’ Donors
Thank you for your gifts.

 Proud to Support
Spokes

1stcapital.bank

SAN LUIS OBISPO BRANCH
142 Cross Street, Suite 130

(805) 592-2049

Member

FDIC

Carol Nelson Selby
& Michael Selby, Ph.D.

King David’s
Masonic Lodge David Blake

Michelle Starnes Thorshov FamilyBostrom Family

!

The Abe Farag Family
Foundation

Amazon Smile Foundation
Atascadero Greyhound Foundation
Atascadero Unified School District
Avila Beach Community Foundation

Becca Carsel, M.S. Consultant
Blonsley Law
Bonnie Len
Bryan Krill 

Charmaine Beth
Christine Hoover

Central Coast Veterans Helping Veterans
Coastline Cleaning

Connie & Michael Framberger
Cricket Handler

David Pellingrinelli
Deb & Dave Humphreys
Denise & Bart Topham
Diane & John Marchetti

Digital West
DocuTeam

Erika & Anthony Schuetze
Firestone Walker Brewery

Glen Dautremont

Halter Ranch Winery
Jami & Mathew Fawcett

JayMe Phillips
Jeanie & Andy Greensfelder

Jeff & Jessica Franklin
Jenna & Serhino Espinosa

Jeremy Teitelbaum
Joan Gellert-Sargen
Judith & Ken Barclay

Judy Najarian
Judy Trejos
Kim Spiller

Leigh Ann Loomis
Lisa Fraser

Longcrier & Associates CPAS
Luther Bertrando
Lynne Oliverius
Madonna Inn

Mariola O’Brien
Martha Santos

Maryellen & Michael Simkins
Matthew & Theresa Clevenger

Michael Kaplan & Susan Hoffman

Morris & Garritano Insurance
Norcast Telecom

Palm Theatre
Patricia Kaspian

Peg Eckert
Peter & Maria Roca

Ralph’s Grocery Company
Robert Lucas
Sara Whipple

Santos Dierks Family
Sharlene Bryant
Sharon Dobson
Smita Ganpule

Sue & Ping Tsao, M.D.
Suzanne Valery

Tennis Warehouse
The Dorf Family

Theresa Williams
Tom Spillane

Tori Poppenheimer
Wacker Wealth Partners

Yvon Gresser

Spokes Major Gift Donors

Adrienne Harris
Ann Wassam
Becca Carsel
Brad Koyak
Bryn Smith
Carol Courcy
Deb Humphreys
JayMe Phillips
Jeremy Teitelbaum
John Schram

Leslie Jones
Lisa Gonzalez
Louise Matheny
Kathy Marcove
Ken Miles
Kim Austin
Mariola O’Brien
Michael Jencks
Michael Kaplan
Michael Simkins

Peggy Carlaw
Piper Fedrow
Rachel Cementina
Rick Cohen
Sharon Kimball
Stacey Hunt
Suzanne Hosn
Suzanne Valery
Yvon Gresser

Volunteer Faculty and Consultants

Eric Liewald
Francesca Ricapito

Hannah Hunter
Joshua King

Michaela Iunker
Taylor Shershenovich

Interns

Erika Schuetze
Jami Fawcett

Jeff Franklin
John Buerger

Mark Corella
Michelle Starnes 

Board of Directors

Jenna Smith Espinosa
Staff

Jody Kocsis Lesley Santos Dierks

Larry Cohn & Peg Hennessey Fund of 
the Jewish Community Foundation


